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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON TORNADOES IN THE UNITED STATES DURING 1941 

By W. A. MATTICE 

[Washlngton, D. C., Febmry 1,1942] 

This study is based primarily on data contained in 
tables entitled “Severe Local Storms” appearing in pre- 
vious issues of this publication. The final report on 
tornadoes for 1941 will appear in the United Stat8es 
Meteorological Yearbook. These figures are believed 
substantially correct, but a final check may make some 
minor changes; the complete analysis will appear in the 
publication mentioned above. 

During the year 1941 the number of tornadoes was 
somewhat below the usual number, with a total of 123 
against a 25-year normal of 141. The table herewith 
shows that tornadoes occurred in 26 States, causing 48 
deaths, 440 people injured, and a property damage of 
$4,334,050, or more. 

The table also shows the number of occurrences of 
tornadoes, the deaths, the injuries, and damage figures 
by States during the year. The greatest number of 

tornadoes occurred in April, with a total of 31, but there 
were no deaths and only 24 persons injured. June had 
26 tornadoes, wit’h 15 deaths and 76 persons injured, 
while the greatest loss of life was in Oc.tober, when 24 
deaths resulted. 

The greatest damage caused by t,hese storms in any one 
month was in June, with $1,229,000 loss; while the maxi- 
mum damage from any single tornado was in Cla.rendon, 
Tex., on June 9, 1941, with a total damage of approxi- 
mately $500,000, but only one pe.rson killed. Another 
severe storm occurred just before 1 p. m. on August 25, 
1941, at Swedesboro, Del., a few miles east of Wilmington, 
Del. In this storm the estimated damage was approxi- 
mately $300,000; one person was killed and several in- 
jured. The storm lifted and struck again near Wood- 
bridge, where about 2 dozen homes were destroyed or 
severely damaged, and 20 persons injured. 
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